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About Maine Community Foundation

Founded in 1983, the Maine Community Foundation brings people and 
resources together to build a better Maine.

Values
Integrity: We earn trust by being honest and open in everything that we do.
Respect: We treat everyone with dignity and civility.
Stewardship: We manage the resources entrusted to us responsibly.
Equity: We promote just and fair access to opportunities for all people.
Collaboration: We work with others to achieve common goals.

To learn more about the foundation, visit mainecf.org.



BUILT FOR THE BIG STUFF

Maine Expansion Arts
Grant Program

Purpose: 
to support arts organizations and arts-based 
programs in Maine serving rural communities 
and/or Black, Indigenous, and other people of 
color, particularly in areas with limited access  



Maine Expansion Arts
2023 Stats

Proposals received: 51 
Total amount requested: $431,225
Grants awarded: 23
Total amount awarded: $176,975
Percentage of applicants that received 
funding: 45%
Average award $7,695



Overview

Two Separate Tracks:
• For orgs serving rural communities 
• For orgs led by or serving BIPOC

Two Types of Funding:
• General Support grants
• Project grants

Maximum award amount: $10,000



What we will not fund, without exception…

All applicants must meet the Maine Community Foundation’s grant eligibility 
requirements. Please read our eligibility and grant guidelines before 
submitting a proposal.

What we will not fund without exception includes:
• Expenses already incurred
• Regranting to a secondary grantee through a competitive process
• Political campaigns
• Lobbying in the form of calls to action on a specific vote
• Religious activities, including, but not limited to, religious services, 

promotion of religious beliefs, or activities that are restricted to church or 
religious group membership.



Rural Criteria

Projects or organizations must…

1. Provide access to the arts in rural 
communities in Maine

2. Have an annual operating budget below 
$250,000

Note: Schools and school districts are not eligible



Rural Priorities

• Develop and promote the arts of their own communities, using 
local artists and other resources rather than importing art and 
artists from outside the region or state

• Serve artistically underserved geographic areas or people

• Cooperate and coordinate with other organizations and programs

• Demonstrate community support, financial or in-kind donations



Rural Types of Funding

NOTE: Organizations must have an 
annual operating budget below $250,000 to apply.

General Support Grants
• only to arts organizations whose exclusive mission is to expand access 

to the arts in rural communities to support ongoing programming and 
operational needs

Project Grants
• For new or expanding arts-based projects or programs serving rural 

communities



BIPOC Criteria

Projects or organizations must…
1. Serve BIPOC people and communities in 

Maine
2. Involve BIPOC (all for general and at least 

one for project):
• in leadership positions on board and 

staff of the organization
• in the design, delivery, and 

evaluation of the programs and 
services

• as most of the participants or 
intended recipients

3. Provide expanded access to the arts



BIPOC Priorities

• Develop and promote the arts of their own communities and traditions, 
involving artists and other resources from within or outside the region

• Cooperate and coordinate with other organizations and programs

• Demonstrate community support, financial or in-kind donations



BIPOC Types of Funding

General Support Grants
• only to BIPOC-led organizations whose exclusive mission is 

to expand access to the arts to support ongoing programing 
and operational needs

Project Grants
• to other BIPOC-led organizations and BIPOC-focused art 

projects promoting BIPOC arts and artists



Maine Expansion Arts Timeline

Date Activity

September 16 Application deadline

Late September Due diligence

Early October Eligibility reviews, assignments

October External reviewers read and score proposals
Mid November Grant decision meeting

Late November Process decisions

December 15 Notifications go out



Proposal Reviewers Needed

• We need engaged, knowledgeable, and connected people to help review 
applications.

• Reviewers will be expected to read and score 5-10 applications online.
 We offer a $350 stipend to each reviewer.

• Interested in participating?  Register online before September 12 using the link:
ohttps://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XItkoByJMUSnX

XuGpCdiGlF1_gcAB71Goai1uUtiLf5UQ0ZMNVBNNDNJRDFHRFY0ME
lXTkVIU0RWVS4u

• Reviewer orientation and training online October 1 from 12 – 1 pm.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XItkoByJMUSnXXuGpCdiGlF1_gcAB71Goai1uUtiLf5UQ0ZMNVBNNDNJRDFHRFY0MElXTkVIU0RWVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XItkoByJMUSnXXuGpCdiGlF1_gcAB71Goai1uUtiLf5UQ0ZMNVBNNDNJRDFHRFY0MElXTkVIU0RWVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XItkoByJMUSnXXuGpCdiGlF1_gcAB71Goai1uUtiLf5UQ0ZMNVBNNDNJRDFHRFY0MElXTkVIU0RWVS4u


Online Resources



Online Resources



Online Resources & Application System



Online Application System



Online Application System



Staff Contact Information

Erica Shaw McCrum
Community Partner
emccrum@mainecf.org
(207) 227-7678
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